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President’s message

Please consider two things …
The Out-of-State Division (OOSD)
of The Florida Bar represents the interests of Florida Bar members who
presently reside outside the state of
Florida. It is currently estimated that
about 18,000 Florida Bar members
reside out of state, making such group
the largest division of The Florida
Bar. The OOSD provides a built-in
nationwide network of Florida lawyers who can serve each other. The
OOSD’s goal is also to keep you informed on matters that are relevant
to and affect Florida lawyers, but may
otherwise go unnoticed by non-residents, including through the OOSD’s
State-to-State newsletter.
The OOSD’s ability to function and
serve is based on its membership.
Merely being a non-resident lawyer

President's
message

Tiffany N. McKenzie

of The Florida Bar, however, does not
automatically make you a member of
the OOSD. If you are a non-resident
of Florida, please consider: (1) becoming a member of the OOSD for a low
fee of $35; or (2) if you are inactive,
becoming active in The Florida Bar.
Dues for active members are only

$100 more than for inactive members,
and home CLEs can be recorded.
I also look forward to meeting you
and learning about how we as a division can assist your legal development and your practice. My areas
of focus for the 2017-18 year will be
to improve and increase the CLE
programming, host more networking gatherings and increase the size
of the division by providing access
to relevant information that affects
Florida lawyers. Please meet us at
our CLE and reception in Boston,
Massachusetts, in conjunction with
the Board of Governors’ meeting on
Oct. 5, 2017. Whether at one of our
meetings, receptions or CLEs, we
look forward to your participation
and input. We are here to serve you.

Mission of the
Out-of-State Division
The purpose of the Out-of-State Division of The Florida Bar is to provide an
organization for all Florida Bar members who reside outside of the state of
Florida. The division focuses not on any specific practice area, but rather on
the common interests and needs of out-of-state Florida Bar members as a
whole. The division works toward the goal of ensuring equitable treatment for
in-state and out-of-state Florida Bar members. This is accomplished through
education, legislative and administrative review; the production and update
of a website for division members and the public at large; and the publication
of a newsletter sent to the division’s membership.

flabaroutofstaters.org
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An introduction to Assignment
for the Benefit of Creditors
by Daniel J. Stermer
A general assignment or Assignment
for the Benefit of
Creditors (ABC) provides a means of liquidating the assets
of a business organization (assignor) in
an orderly, controlled
manner under state
D. STERMER
law. An ABC is a vehicle used for the sale or liquidation
of a business. It is not used to financially rehabilitate or “turn the business
around.”
General assignments are either common law or statutory, and the law varies
from state to state as to which rule(s)
govern. Generally, states will follow one
of two approaches to the assignment
process: one approach requires court
supervision of the assignment and the
assignee (such as Florida, New York,
Delaware, Minnesota, Washington and
Ohio); the other permits assignments
to proceed without court supervision,
but require that the assignee follow
the common law or statutory structure
in that state as applicable and governing the liquidation of a business and
its assets (such as California, Illinois
and Maine).
It is easy to think of assignments as
the state law equivalent to Chapter 7
of the United States Bankruptcy Code.
The assignment must be of all assets
of the assignor in order to qualify as a
general assignment; otherwise, the assignment is a specific assignment, and
common law and/or statutory law does
not apply. The assignee, like a Chapter 7
trustee, marshals the assets, liquidates
the assets and distributes the proceeds
pursuant to the state’s distribution
scheme. The federal priority pursuant to 31 U.S.C. § 3713 is applicable to
any state assignment proceeding. That
priority, however, does not supersede
properly perfected liens on assets.
An assignee may have the power to
pursue preferences depending upon the
state law in which the assignment takes
place. Fraudulent conveyances are subject to that state’s Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act or Uniform Voidable
flabaroutofstaters.org

Transfer Act. Distributions are made to
creditors according to statutory priority
and based on a claim’s process, including a claims bar date including use of
a Notice and Proof of Claim, similar to
those used in a bankruptcy.
The assignee should be someone who
is not related to or directly involved
in the management or day-to-day operations and affairs of the assignor
(debtor) and should not be a creditor
of the assignor (i.e., a disinterested
third person). The assignee is usually
an individual experienced in the process
of liquidating businesses; however, an
assignee may also be a corporate entity
with such experience (depending upon
state law). An assignment is consummated when the assignee accepts the
assignment trust or “contract” from the
assignor, some of which processes are
embedded in state law. Upon acceptance
of the assignment “contract,” all of the
contracts, assignor’s right, title and interest in all of its assets (including personal and intangible property, including
choses in action) are “transferred” to the
assignee for the purpose of liquidation.
The assignee becomes a fiduciary on
behalf of any and all creditors of the
assignor. The assignor remains, but as
an empty shell, because all of its assets
have been assigned to the assignee for
the benefit of its creditors.
Where there is a blanket secured
creditor, the assignee must get that
creditor’s consent to use and/or liquidate that creditor’s collateral. When
liquidating the assignor’s assets, the
assignee must use his/her professional
business judgment. The transfer of assets from assignor to assignee is subject
to any and all existing liens, and the
assignee must validate any alleged secured claims. General assignments do

E T H I C S

not give an assignor a discharge of its
debts, as a discharge of debts can only
be achieved through a bankruptcy filing.
State statutes that come close to giving
bankruptcy type relief, e.g., including
an automatic stay, may be invalidated
by reason of the U.S. Constitution’s supremacy clause. Further, the assignee
generally does not have the authority to
dissolve the corporate entity. Employee
benefit plans, such as 401(k) plans, are
not assets of the assignor; thus, the
assignee does not become involved in
winding down those plans.
The board of directors’ decision to
commence an ABC versus a bankruptcy
is generally driven by a number of considerations, which should be vetted with
the advice from counsel, including insolvency counsel. Considerations when
determining whether to commence an
ABC include, but are not limited to: (1)
board members that sit on boards of
public companies do not have to check
the box about filing bankruptcy for SEC
disclosure purposes; (2) zone of insolvency and shifting of fiduciary duty by
members of the BOD from shareholders
to creditors; (3) cost – usually less costly
than bankruptcy; (4) timing – usually
faster than bankruptcy; and (5) not all
situations are appropriate for ABCs.
For additional information on assignments for the benefit of creditors, visit
www.dsiassignments.com. Careful consideration needs to be given, in consultation with appropriate professionals,
on deciding whether or not to proceed
with an ABC.
Note: Readers are strongly encouraged to review the state law where they
may consider filing an Assignment for
the Benefit of Creditors for the applicable law in that jurisdiction.

Q U E S T I O N S ?

Call The Florida Bar’s

1/800/235-8619
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The U.S. Supreme Court venue decision
alters the patent litigation landscape
by Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik
Where a case is
litigated can be
nearly as important to the parties
as the subject matter of the litigation: Venue makes
a huge difference in
litigation costs and
may make even
D. WASYLIK
more of a difference
in the procedures followed by the
local court. In TC Heartland LLC v.
Kraft Foods Group Brands LLC, 137
S. Ct. 1514, 1518 (2017), the Supreme
Court in May reversed 25 years of
federal circuit precedent and restricted the venues available to plaintiffs
in patent infringement litigation. The
decision turned on the definition of
the word “resides” as applied to entities, with the Court concluding that
although a domestic entity “resides”
“in any judicial district in which such
defendant is subject to the court’s personal jurisdiction” under the general
venue statute, 28 U.S.C. § 1391(c)
(2011), under the patent venue statute, 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b), a domestic
corporation “resides” only in its state
of incorporation.
What did the Court decide?
Writing for a unanimous Court
with all justices except Justice Gorsuch participating, Justice Thomas
took a strict statutory interpretation
approach to analyzing the patent
venue statute. That statute states
that “[a]ny civil action for patent infringement may be brought in the
judicial district where the defendant
resides, or where the defendant has
committed acts of infringement and
has a regular and established place
of business.” 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b). Justice Thomas reviewed the history
and interplay of the patent venue
statute, the general venue statutes
and the Court’s own venue decisions,
and concluded that the patent venue
statute was not broadened by the
general venue statute’s definition of
where an entity resides.
Specifically, the TC Heartland
flabaroutofstaters.org

decision starts its analysis with the
Supreme Court’s early pronouncements on the scope of the first patent venue statute. The 1897 venue
statute allowed venue where a defendant was an “inhabitant,” with “inhabitant” being understood to mean
“only the state of incorporation.” 1
Interpreting that statute in 1948,
the Supreme Court held in its Stonite
Products case that the patent venue
statute exclusively controlled patent
actions, and was “wholly independent” of the general venue statute.2
Almost a decade later, in its Fourco
Glass case, the Supreme Court considered whether an amendment to
the general venue statutes affected
the patent venue statutes, and again
the Court reaffirmed the notion that
the patent venue statute operated
independently.3
In 1990, the Federal Circuit in VE
Holding Corp. v. Johnson Gas Appliance Co. significantly loosened the
requirements for patent venue under the statute by holding that Congress’s 1988 revisions to the general
venue statute were incorporated into
the patent venue statute as well.4 The
1988 amendments changed the definition of where a corporation resides,
stating in 28 U.S.C. § 1391(c) (1988)
that “[f]or purposes of venue under
this chapter, a defendant that is a
corporation shall be deemed to reside
in any judicial district in which it is
subject to personal jurisdiction at the
time the action is commenced.” The
Federal Circuit held that the “clear
language” of § 1391 applied to every
venue statute, including the § 1400
patent venue statute. It determined
that notwithstanding the Supreme
Court’s decision in Fourco Glass, the
broader statutory language “For purposes of venue under this chapter”
made the definition in § 1391 apply
to the definition in § 1400.
In 2011, Congress again amended
the general venue statute to its current
form without mentioning or amending the patent venue statute, and §
1391 currently states that “[e]xcept as
5

otherwise provided by law” it “shall
govern the venue of all civil actions
brought in district courts” and entities “whether or not incorporated,
shall be deemed to reside, if a defendant, in any judicial district in
which such defendant is subject to the
court’s personal jurisdiction with respect to the civil action in question.”5
To some, this amendment solidified
the Federal Circuit’s analysis in VE
Holding, given that Congress did not
act to amend the patent venue statute in response to it.
The TC Heartland Court firmly
rejected the Federal Circuit’s analysis
in VE Holding. The Supreme Court
held that the term “residence” in the
patent venue statute has a specific meaning, as explained in Fourco
Glass, and that neither the version
of the general venue statute in place
when the Federal Circuit decided
VE Holding nor the current venue
statute gives any indication that Congress intended to have that statute
amend or affect § 1400.6 The Court
pointed to the 2011 general venue
statute’s limiting language that it applied “[e]xcept as otherwise provided
by law” as particularly weakening
the Federal Circuit’s interpretation.
The Court therefore overturned VE
Holding and restricted patent venue
under the “resides” prong of § 1400 to
the district in which the defendant is
incorporated.
Why does this case matter to
patent litigators?
In the wake of VE Holding, the
Eastern District of Texas emerged
as a hotbed of patent litigation. In
2014, for example, fully one-quarter
of all patent cases filed nationwide
were filed in that district, with commentators attributing the rise to the
perfect mix of generous juries, local
rules that push patent cases forward
quickly and limit access to summary
judgment motions, and the combination of those factors putting great
pressure on defendants to settle.7 By
2016, the percentage of cases filed
in the Eastern District of Texas had
State-to-State — Fall 2017

Court venue continued
creeped to 35% to 50% of all cases, and
Congress had considered legislation
to overrule the VE Holding decision
as part of proposed patent reform.8
The next most busy district, the District of Delaware, saw only 10% to
15% of cases filed, with a “significant”
drop-off in other courts after that.9
The patent bar has thus watched and
waited for a venue challenge to make
its way to the Supreme Court.
Many commentators are calling
this decision the death knell for patent litigation in the Eastern District
of Texas.10 Because many large corporations are incorporated in Delaware,
the natural progression will likely
be a sharp increase in future patent
infringement suits being filed in the
District of Delaware. A large percentage of the cases filed in the Eastern
District of Texas in the past have been
filed by “High Volume Plaintiffs,” defined by Lex Machina as parties filing
10 or more suits within a 365-day
period (and referred to more derogatorily by such names as Patent Assertion Entities, Non-Practicing Entities
or Patent Trolls).11 Whole economies
that have been built around patent
litigation in Texas may be disrupted,
and it will be interesting to watch the
shift in docket trends in the coming
year, and the effect on the economics
of patent infringement litigation.
What will happen to existing
cases?
Justice Thomas’s opinion does not
address the difficult question of what
will happen in existing patent infringement cases already on file when
the decision was handed down, and
district courts will be sorting out that
issue in the months to come. Westlaw

reports that dozens of defendants
have already filed motions to dismiss
or transfer due to improper venue in
light of TC Heartland. The main issue rising to the fore is whether TC
Heartland creates an intervening
change of law that would forgive a
defendant’s waiver of the venue issue.
The majority of cases decided so far
have found that the defendant waived
the objection to venue by failing to
raise it by motion or in their answer.12
However, at least one court has found
that waiver is an equitable doctrine
and has ordered transfer of a case
despite a clear waiver in the answer.
That court pointed to a declaratory
judgment action already pending in
a proper venue and the early stage
of the litigation as factors weighing
in favor of transfer despite waiver.13
Is there any effect on venue in
non-patent cases?
Because the decision is focused
on the interpretation of the patentspecific venue statute, TC Heartland
likely will not have a direct effect
on any non-patent litigation venue
choices. But non-patent litigators can
still take some interesting lessons of
statutory interpretation from a read
of the decision. Here, the same word,
“resides,” is given different meanings in the very same chapter of the
U.S. Code, with the high court giving
greater weight to the specific over
the general. TC Heartland should be
another arrow in a litigator’s quiver
for canons of statutory interpretation.
Endnotes
1 TC Heartland LLC v. Kraft Foods Group
Brands LLC, 137 S. Ct. 1514, 1515 (2017)
(emphasis in original).
2 Stonite Products Co. v. Melvin Lloyd Co.,
315 U.S. 561, 567 (1942).
3 Fourco Glass Co. v. Transmirra Products
Corp., 353 U.S. 222, 228–29 (1957) (“However

inclusive may be the general language of a
statute, it ‘will not be held to apply to a matter
specifically dealt with in another part of the
same enactment. * * * Specific terms prevail
over the general in the same or another statute
which otherwise might be controlling’”).
4 VE Holding Corp. v. Johnson Gas
Appliance Co., 917 F.2d 1574, 1580 (Fed. Cir.
1990).
5 28 U.S.C.§ 1391 (2011). See also Federal
Courts Jurisdiction and Venue Clarification
Act of 2011, § 202, 125 Stat. 763.
6 TC Heartland, 137 S. Ct. at 1520.
7 Daniel Nazer & Vera Ranieri, Why Do
Patent Trolls Go to Texas? It’s Not for the BBQ
(July 9, 2014), accessible at https://www.eff.
org/deeplinks/2014/07/why-do-patent-trollsgo-texas-its-not-bbq (visited July 24, 2017).
8 Gene Quinn, Patent Reform Returns:
Venue Reform Bill to Be Introduced in Senate
(March 7, 2016), http://www.ipwatchdog.
com/2016/03/07/patent-reform-returns-venuereform-bill-introduced-senate/id=66849/
(visited July 24, 2017). See also S. 2733 – 114th
Congress, Venue Equity and Non-Uniformity
Elimination Act of 2016, found at https://
www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senatebill/2733 (visited July 24, 2017).
9 Brian Howard, SCOTUS Decided TC
Heartland Case, (May 24, 2017), found at
https://lexmachina.com/scotus-decides-tcheartland/ (visited July 21, 2017).
10 See, e.g., Supreme Court ruling threatens
to shut down cottage industry for small East
Texas town, https://www.dallasnews.com/
business/technology/2017/05/22/east-texassee-patent-cases-go-elsewhere-supreme-courtruling (visited July 21, 2017).
11 Id.
12 See, e.g., Reebok Int’l Ltd., v. TRB
Acquisitions, LLC, 3:16-CV-1618-SI, 2017 WL
3016034, at *3 (D. Or. July 14, 2017) (denying
motion to dismiss for improper venue due to
waiver); see also Hand Held Products, Inc.
v. Code Corp., CV 2:17-167-RMG, 2017 WL
3085859, at *3 (D.S.C. July 18, 2017) (collecting
cases finding waiver).
13 Hand Held Products, Inc. v. Code Corp.,
CV 2:17-167-RMG, 2017 WL 3085859, at *3
(D.S.C. July 18, 2017) (ordering transfer of
venue).

Need to meet your CLE requirements— for free?
Many of you may not know it, but The Florida Bar offers a large number of CLE programs at no cost to its members.
This is especially useful to out-of-state members in states where there is not a mandatory CLE requirement. To
access these programs, go to The Florida Bar’s website (www.flabar.org) and click on the “CLE” tab in the upper
right-hand corner. Scroll down to “Online Courses” and click on “Catalog of Courses.” That brings you to a list of
offered programs. If you click on either “Discounted or Reduced Price Programs” or “Law Practice Management,”
you will see more than 30 hours of free online course offerings. That, combined with the free ethics tape the OOSD
provides, should pretty much let you fulfill your CLE requirements.

flabaroutofstaters.org
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The Florida Bar celebrates 50-year members

Congratulations, Florida Bar
Class of 1967 Out of State!
The Florida Bar every year recognizes long-time service and contributions for 50 years to the legal profession. The
recognition is also bestowed on veteran Bar members who have spent at least part of their careers practicing out of
state. The award was presented to deserving lawyers during a special luncheon and ceremony at the annual Florida
Bar convention in June. Congratulations to the following 50-year members – Florida Bar Class of 1967 Out of State:

Allen D. Altman
Atlanta, Georgia

Robert E. Barkley, Jr.

John. H. Fenniman

James Anthony Molans

Spooner, Wisconsin

Sedona, Arizona

New Orleans, Louisiana

Manchester, Connecticut

Lawrence Roy Fish

Dennis E. Murray

Barry Kenneth Bazel

James Andrew Gardner

Michael H. Oritt

H. Diane Breithaupt

Jean M. Grommes

Charles Harold Purdy

Ernest T. Buchanan III

Jay Herbert Holmes
Plano, Texas

Gilroy, California

Michael Peter Chase

Stephen Kellogg

James Arthur Ryder, Jr.

Richard Gray Compson

Martin J. Leavitt

Nathan P. Bryan Simpson

Luther C. Conner, Jr.

Stephen Buell Lewallen

Havey Warren Spizz

Earl Wilson Crump II

Stephen T. Lyons

Charles Edwad Sykes

Ronald Edward Dusek

William I. Markwell, Jr.

Robert Charles Ware

David Lewis Ewing

Edward A. Matto

David Alan West

Corpus Christi, Texas

Novato, California

Virginia Beach, Virginia

Beech Mountain, North Carolina

Clinton, New York

Albany, Kentucky

Huffman, Texas

West Linn, Oregon

Columbia, South Carolina
flabaroutofstaters.org

Buffalo, New York

Lincolnwood, Illinois

Buffalo, New York

Northville, Michigan

Reno, Nevada

Springfield, Virginia

Henderson, Kentucky

Columbus, Ohio
7

Sandusky, Ohio

Lusby, Maryland

San Antonio, Texas

John S. Rossi

Phoenix, Arizona

Griffin, Georgia

Mineola, New York

Austin, Texas

Carmel, Indiana

Paris, France
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Grateful to serve
It is with great pleasure that I write
my first message as the Out-of-State
Division’s (OOSD) president-elect.
Of course, I would like to send a very
special thanks to the OOSD’s Executive Council and members for this
opportunity.
As a little background about myself, I grew up in South Florida and
started my legal practice in 2004 in
Fort Lauderdale. I practiced in and
around that area for four years before
moving to Atlanta on Christmas Day
2008. However, even after moving to
the Peach State, a substantial part
of my practice continued to relate to
Florida legal matters, and I quickly
became informed about the OOSD.
The rest, as they say, is history.
For those who are currently members of the OOSD, we thank you for
your continued support. For those
who are receiving this newsletter for
the first time, we welcome you to the
family of out-of-state practitioners
and look forward to the opportunity to meet in the future. For those
who have not yet joined the OOSD,
don’t worry—you haven’t missed the

window. You will find a membership
form later in this newsletter; it is
also available on the OOSD’s website:
www.flabaroutofstaters.org/index.
htm. And for those who were previ-

Presidentelect's
message

Matthew L. Kahl

ously members of the OOSD but for
one reason or another decided not to
renew their membership, we would
love to hear your feedback—and have
you back! After all, we are here to
represent all of your interests and
be your voice with The Florida Bar.
Our most recent meeting took
place in Boca Raton in June during
The Florida Bar Annual Convention,
where along with the swearing in of

new Florida Bar President (and fellow Los Angeles Dodgers fan) Michael
Higer, we celebrated the career of
John F. “Jack” Harkness, who served
as the Bar’s executive director for the
past 37 years. Joshua E. Doyle has
been appointed as the new executive
director, and while he will have some
large shoes to fill, we all have full
confidence in his ability to succeed.
The OOSD’s next meeting will take
place on October 5, 2017, during The
Florida Bar’s Board of Governors’
meeting in Boston, Mass. If you live
or have plans to be in the Boston
area, we hope you can attend so we
will have the opportunity to meet in
person. If an in-person meeting is not
practical, then you can always attend
telephonically. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at
404/994-7467 or by email at mkahl@
aldridgepite.com.
I look forward to working with our
new OOSD President Tiffany N. McKenzie and the entire Executive Council to make the 2017-18 year one of
the best ever.

President-Elect Michelle Suskauer and
President Michael Higer, The Florida Bar

flabaroutofstaters.org
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Division News
OOSD installs news officers,
recognizes leadership
Members of the Out-of-State Division gathered in Boca Raton during The Florida Bar Annual Convention to elect
and install the 2017-18 OOSD slate of officers. Florida Bar President Michael Higer joined the Council to swear in
the newly elected officers. This year’s OOSD officers are:
• President – Tiffany N. McKenzie
• President-Elect – Matthew L. Kahl
• Secretary – Mindi Wells
• Treasurer – Natasha B. Dorsey
• Immediate Past President – Larry H. Kunin
Outgoing President Larry Kunin thanked everyone for supporting a successful year and presented the 2016-17
officers with commemorative awards in recognition of their service. Newly installed President Tiffany McKenzie
thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve and shared her goals to grow the division, to increase CLE programming and to host more networking opportunities for members.

TFB President Michael Higer (at right) swears in the 2017-18 OOSD
officers, from left to right Mindi Wells, Natasha Dorsey, Matthew Kahl,
Tiffany McKenzie and Larry Kunin.

Outgoing OOSD President Larry Kunin thanks Tiffany McKenzie for
her service as OOSD president-elect in 2016-17.

Matthew Kahl receives an award of appreciation for his service as
OOSD treasurer, 2016-17, from outgoing OOSD President Larry Kunin.

Outgoing OOSD President Larry Kunin presents Mindi Wells with
an award commemorating her service as OOSD secretary in 2016-17.

flabaroutofstaters.org
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Division News
Mark your calendar
Thursday, October 5, 2017
Out-of-State Division
Executive Council Meeting
12 noon – 2 p.m.
Offices of Foley & Lardner LLP
111 Huntington Avenue, Ste. 2500
Boston, MA 02199-7610

OOSD Continuing Legal Education
Three One-Hour CLEs focusing on:
Technology’s Impact on the Practice of Law/Data Privacy/Demystifying Encryption
– What You Should Know and What You Should Be Doing About It
2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Offices of Foley & Lardner LLP
111 Huntington Avenue, Ste. 2500
Boston, MA 02199-7610

Joint BOG/OOSD Reception
6 p.m.
The Colonnade Hotel
(Directly across the street from
Foley & Lardner office)
120 Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA 02116
Photo: www.colonnadehotel.com/photos

Stay connected with the Out-of-State Division

Facebook:

Twitter:

https://www.facebook.com/
TheFloridaBarOutOfStateDivision

flabaroutofstaters.org

https://twitter.com/FLBarOOSD
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BOG News
Board of Governors’ updates
We want you to stay informed on actions taken by The
Florida Bar Board of Governors. So, here are the latest
Board of Governors’ updates.
The Florida Bar Board of Governors met on May
26, 2017. The major actions of the board and reports
received included:

independence and autonomy, allowing judges the
discretion to accept or deny a motion for continuance
based on the individual facts and circumstances of
the request while providing findings in the event a
motion is denied. Read more in the June 15 issue of
The Florida Bar News.

• Joshua Doyle, a Tallahassee attorney and FBI special
agent, was selected to serve as the next executive director after a national search to follow John F. “Jack”
Harkness, Jr., who after 37 years of service will shift
from executive director to an ongoing consulting role.
Doyle and Harkness will begin a six-month transition process in July. More information on Doyle’s
background and experience is in the June 15 Florida
Bar News.

• Three new member benefits companies were approved including up to 30% discounts for Bar members by Dell and Lenovo computers and a 15% on
PracticePanther cloud-based practice management
software. The discounts will soon be available at
www.floridabar.org/memberbenefits and through the
Practice Resource Institute (PRI).
• Five goals to meet the Bar’s Strategic Plan objectives
have been set for the coming year: using technology
to connect Bar members and the public with Bar
resources; enhancing communications regarding
member benefits and resources; promoting inclusion
in the profession and the judiciary; educating members and the public about the Constitution Revision
Commission; and addressing issues relating to the
health and wellness of members.

• A 12-point plan to eradicate bias and address gender
inequalities was presented in the report of the Special Committee on Gender Bias by President-elect
Michael Higer, who chaired the committee. The report
sets forth specific actions the Bar can initiate, including creating a Women in the Profession Subcommittee within the Diversity & Inclusion Committee. In
addition, the plan calls for: creating CLE courses for
Bar members and “toolkits” to help law firms reach
gender and diversity goals; a review of ethics rules
and rules of professional responsibility to ensure
they prevent gender bias; creating a confidential
way to report instances of gender bias; and creating
a “Blue Ribbon Firm” designation for firms that show
a commitment to diversity. Appointed in July 2016
by President Bill Schifino, committee members were
leaders from major law firms, judges who served on
two previous Supreme Court commissions on gender bias, members of the Board of Governors, Young
Lawyer Division representatives and others. Full
coverage of the presentation to the board is in the
June 15 Florida Bar News.

• The Special Committee on the 2017 Constitution
Revision is working on a program to educate and encourage participation by Bar members and the public
in Florida’s May Constitution Revision Commission
process. The committee has adopted the theme Protect Florida Democracy: Our Constitution, Our Rights,
Our Courts and is now creating communications
tools and materials. The program will be launched in
late summer/early fall. For more information on the
commission, which meets every 20 years to propose
amendments that will go directly on the November
2018 ballot, visit www.floridabar.org/crc.
• Following the close of the comment period (official notice was published in the April 15 Florida Bar News),
the board approved the 2017-18 budget, which keeps
annual membership fees at $265 for active members
and $175 for inactive members for the 16th consecutive year, and projects $41.8 million of revenues and
$42.9 million of expenses, which will be adequately
covered by reserves. The budget now goes to the Supreme Court for approval.

• A proposed new procedural rule that establishes a
mandatory continuance when lead counsel needs to
take parental leave was approved unanimously. The
request for relief must: be made within a reasonable
timeframe—would not cause substantial prejudice
to an opposing party (i.e., the opposing party needs
time-sensitive relief); and not adversely impact the
rights of either party. The proposed rule, which will
now be sent to the Supreme Court, maintains judicial
flabaroutofstaters.org
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BOG News
The Florida Bar Board of Governors met on July 21,
2017. The major actions of the board and reports received
included:

importance of a fair and impartial judiciary. The July 1
Florida Bar News story, FloridaBarNews.TV segment
and future issues will include more details. The special
committee is also monitoring the activities of the Constitution Revision Commission (CRC), offering technical assistance and legal education to the commissioners.

• Three new special committees were approved: the Special Committee on Mental Health will spend two years
looking at Florida’s mental health laws and educating
judges and lawyers on the best practices of dealing with
the parties and clients with mental health issues; the
Special Committee on Child and Parent Representation will spend the next year looking at issues related
to dependency representation; and the Special Committee on Health and Wellness of Florida Lawyers
will look at mental health and practice issues facing
lawyers. The lawyer’s health and wellness committee
will be chaired by Board of Governors member Dori
Foster-Morales; will include a judge, a mental health
professional and a member of the Young Lawyers Division Board of Governors; and is already considering
input, programs and solutions. Watch for more details
on these special committees in upcoming issues of The
Florida Bar News.

• Two new technology-related services were approved to
add to the Bar’s Member Benefits Program. Zola Media
Website Design and Maintenance will help lawyers
with their websites, and Cyber Security Insurance
Product and Service will help lawyers with cybersecurity issues. The services will soon be added to the list of
discounted and free products and services for members
posted at www.floridabar.org/memberbenefits.
• A proposed contract to enhance and modernize the
online operations of the Bar’s Lawyer Referral Service
was approved, but terms have not yet been finalized.
Working with Legal.io, a San Francisco-based legal
technology company, a new online platform will be
designed that will modernize the Bar’s existing legal
referral service and allow it to utilize the most cutting edge technology. The goal is an improved member
benefit with better functionality for potential clients
that should result in more referrals being made to
participating Bar members. The Bar’s Lawyer Referral
Service will continue to operate only in those counties
where a voluntary bar does not already operate a lawyer referral service. Any modernization of The Florida
Bar’s online operations will not affect any voluntary
bar association lawyer referral services, as they will
continue to operate as they have in the past. The Bar
will continue to work with the voluntary bar associations in an effort to coordinate, secure and enhance
their own lawyer referral services. More details are
included in the August 15 Florida Bar News, which
will be posted approximately one week before the
publication date.

• The Standing Committee on Technology recently issued, through the Practice Resource Institute, a Quick
Start Guide on Cloud Computing answering basic
questions, such as what cloud computing means and
where information is stored, and providing questions
to ask of a potential provider. The committee also annotated a longer, more detailed list of standards for
cloud computing in its Due Diligence Considerations
for Lawyers Evaluating Cloud Computing Service Providers, incorporating information from the Legal Cloud
Computing Association. The committee continues to
focus on protecting data and client confidences for
lawyers, including security for laptops and protecting
electronic communications with clients.
• The board approved drafting an opinion to reply to a
Bar member’s inquiry about the propriety of participating in a referral service that would charge a varying fee
based on the type of case referred, which would also be
a fee-per-case referral. The Board Review Committee
on Professional Ethics will publish an official notice
seeking input from Bar members and will work to have
the draft ready for the board’s review at its December
or January meeting. The Bar has rejected referral services that charge by the case or have different charges
for different types of cases, but some states have taken
other positions on those issues.

• The Communications Committee presented to the board
the new templates for all official Florida Bar emails,
which apply the new website colors and styles. (As
part of the Bar’s effort to assist members in identifying
legitimate emails from The Florida Bar, please remember that emails from The Florida Bar to members will
always: be from a sender email address@floridabar.org;
if the notice is for a payment, it will ask members to
first log in to the MyFloridaBar Members Portal with
their user name and password; and will include contact
information for a Bar department if members have questions. If you have any question about whether an email
is a legitimate Florida Bar email, please call the Bar
before opening any attachments or clicking any links.
The Practice Resource Institute (PRI) lists tips and links
to other resources for Florida Bar members to protect
their computers from malware at https://pri.floridabar.
org, and members may also call, email or chat with a
PRI practice management adviser about cybersecurity.)

• The Special Committee on the 2017 Constitution Revision will launch the public education program “Protect
Florida Democracy: Our Constitution, Our Rights, Our
Courts” at a September 7 news conference in Tallahassee. The program’s www.ProtectFLDemocracy.org is
now available and more information is being added, including “toolkits” for lawyers who want to get involved
in the education effort. The program highlights topics
such as the separation and balance of powers, why the
Constitution works best as a limited document and the
flabaroutofstaters.org
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BOG News
Out-of-State Board of Governors members
receive leadership positions and
committee assignments

The four out-of-state representatives on The Florida Bar Board of Governors have been selected to serve in the
following leadership positions and committee assignments for the 2017-18 bar year.
Brian D. Burgoon – Executive Committee
Brian D. Burgoon, Board of Governors member from Atlanta, was one
of three members elected by the BOG
to serve on The Florida Bar Executive
Committee. The Executive Committee
acts on behalf of The Florida Bar in
between the bimonthly meetings of the
BOG, including on matters relating to
policy issues, legislative positions, the
selection of nominees for the judicial
nominating commissions and disciplinary matters. The
Executive Committee members also assist the Bar’s
leadership with the preparation of the Bar’s long-term
Strategic Plan. In addition to the three members elected
by the board, the remaining members of the 13-person
Executive Committee include the president, presidentelect, YLD president, chairs of certain committees and
two board members appointed by the president. Burgoon
will also serve on the Strategic Planning Committee and
will continue service on both the Disciplinary Review
Committee, which oversees the prosecution and appeals
of disciplinary violations committed by Florida lawyers,
and the Program Evaluation Committee, which provides
in-depth review and evaluations of the Bar’s existing and
new programs, and reviews those programs for resource
and budgetary appropriations. He also will continue
serving as the board liaison to The Florida Bar Aviation
Law Committee.

Duffy Myrtetus – Audit Committee chair &
Technology Committee vice chair
Duffy Myrtetus, Board of Governors
member from Glen Allen, Virginia, was
appointed to continue service as chair of
The Florida Bar Audit Committee. This
is his second consecutive term chairing
the Audit Committee, which represents
the BOG in matters concerning the
Bar’s auditors, and recommends fiscal
and accounting policy changes to the
board. Myrtetus was also named vice
chair of the Board Technology Committee, which reviews
technology issues in the context of the legal profession,
and works to keep The Florida Bar and its members
fully informed on both positive and disruptive changes
that technology may have in the practice of law. He will
also continue service on the Communications Committee,
which oversees the Bar’s internal and external communications policies and programs, and as the board’s liaison
to the Out-of-State Division.
Eric Meeks – Audit Committee & Technology
Committee
Eric Meeks, Board of Governors
member from Cincinnati, Ohio, was
appointed to serve on the Audit Committee and Board Technology Committee. He also was appointed to serve
as the Board of Governors’ liaison to
the Bar’s Continuing Legal Education
Committee.

Ian M. Comisky – Investment Committee chair
Ian M. Comisky, Board of Governors
member from Philadelphia, was appointed to continue service as chair
of The Florida Bar Investment Committee. The Investment Committee is
responsible for establishing The Florida
Bar’s policy to guide staff and the professional managers in investing The
Florida Bar’s reserve funds. The committee also reviews investment performance to ascertain compliance with the investment
policy and to make changes, when warranted, to that
policy. Comisky has served as chair of the Investment
Committee since 2005. Comisky will continue serving on
the Budget and Audit committees, and he was selected as
the board’s liaison to the Standing Committee on Professionalism and the International Law Section.
flabaroutofstaters.org

Seeking a new position?
Need a new associate?

The Florida Bar

Career Center
can help!

Whether you are an attorney seeking a new position in Florida or an
employer who needs a new associate for your legal practice, The Florida
Bar Career Center is just a click away at www.floridabar.org.
Job seekers can search available jobs, create a FREE job seeker profile
and even post a resume anonymously.
Employers can reach qualified professionals by posting jobs for a reasonable fee and creating a FREE employer profile.
Just click on the link above to get started!
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EDITOR’S CORNER

Your Out-of-State Division wants to
introduce you and your practice to
others around the country
Your Out-of-State Division continues to provide gathering and networking opportunities for you. You’ll
see in this edition the many programs available to OOSD members. Joining provides many benefits. We
met recently at The Florida Bar Annual Convention held at the Boca Raton Resort & Club. We conducted
the OOSD annual election meeting and an executive council meeting. The new officers are listed on page
18. Please consider joining us for future events.
A great activity of the OOSD involves the work of this publication to introduce you to other out-of-state
members who share a desire to develop their respective practices. As a reminder, on page 3, you’ll find the
mission of the Out-of-State Division.
We hope you continue to enjoy the all-cyber version of State-to-State. You should be receiving a link to
each edition of the newsletter that allows you to view the edition online in color at your desk or on your
D. WORKMAN
mobile device. We continue to look for ways to enhance the State-to-State. By doing so, we can better serve
out-of-state lawyers. Remember, too, that you can feature yourself or your law firm as well. It should be a
win-win for everyone. We challenge you to think of new ideas on how the OOSD can continue to improve services to Florida
lawyers practicing out of state.
Your publication continues to grow. And we’d like even more! You’ll see throughout the State-to-State our requests for
contributing authors. We feature articles from members in Florida and elsewhere who share ideas and articles of interest to
out-of-state members. Our content continues to increase because of you. Our contributing authors appear prominently, and
we include the information you’d like others to read about your practice. We have two goals here: to present your ideas to a
broad audience and to introduce the readers to you. We want to help your practice.
The Florida Bar provides great support and opportunities for its members. Our OOSD president, the other officers and the
executive council members are here to support the specific needs of out-of-state Florida Bar members. The Out-of-State Division is here to help you turn shared interests into a strong professional practice. We’re not shy—we want to help you develop
business. So, please join and get involved!
Please send us your articles and we’ll get you published as quickly and as often as we can. And by all means, please let us
know how we can serve you better. Please feel free to contact me at dworkman@bakerlaw.com or by telephone at 202/861-1602.
We also look forward to seeing you at one of the local receptions or at OOSD meetings.

FLORIDA...
  was
   discovered
    by an
     out-of-stater.

S t a t e - t o - S t a t e
THE PUBLICATION OF THE OUT-OF-STATE DIVISION OF THE FLORIDA BAR

Tiffany N. McKenzie, Atlanta, Ga. ........................................................................ President
Matthew L. Kahl, Atlanta, Ga. .................................................................... President-Elect
Natasha B. Dorsey, Chicago, Ill. ............................................................................Treasurer
Mindi L. Wells, Columbus, Ohio ............................................................................ Secretary
Lawrence H. Kunin, Atlanta, Ga. ...............................................Immediate Past President
Willie Mae Shepherd, Tallahassee, Fla........................................... Program Administrator
Donald A. Workman, Washington, D.C. .......................................................................Editor
Matthew L. Kahl, Atlanta, Ga. ................................................................... Associate Editor
Susan L. Trainor, Tallahassee, Fla......................................................................Staff Editor
Clay Shaw, Tallahassee, Fla. .......................................................................................Layout
State-to-State is devoted to Florida and multi-jurisdictional legal matters. It is editorially
reviewed and peer reviewed for matters concerning relevancy, content, accuracy and style.
State-to-State is sent electronically to more than 17,000 legal practitioners throughout
the United States.
Statements or expressions of opinion or comments appearing herein are those of the
contributors and not of The Florida Bar or the division.
The deadline for the WINTER 2017 issue is NOVEMBER 1, 2017. Articles should be of
interest to legal practitioners with multijurisdictional practices. Please submit articles
in a Word format via email to Don Workman, dworkman@bakerlaw.com. Please include
a brief biography with contact information and a photograph of the author. If a digital
photo is not available, please mail a print to The Florida Bar, OOSD, 651 East Jefferson
Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2300.

flabaroutofstaters.org
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Author! Author!
The Out-of-State Division offers its membership a valuable forum for the exchange
of information on legal issues affecting our
interstate practices. To be truly effective,
it is essential for a large cross section of
our members to contribute articles, news
and announcements to this newsletter.
For those of you who would like to see
your work in print, the rules for publication
are simple: The article should be related to
a subject of general interest to legal practitioners with multijurisdictional practices.
Articles focused on your home state are
less appealing than issues impacting a
number of jurisdictions.
Please send documents in MS Word
format via email to Don Workman,
dworkman@bakerlaw.com.
Please help your colleagues to get to
know you by including a brief biography
with contact information, and include a
head and shoulders photograph. Your
photo and bio will be kept on file and need
only be submitted once.

State-to-State — Fall 2017

Contributing authors
The Out-of-State Division appreciates the articles submitted for this edition by our contributing authors. They
can serve as a resource to fellow division members who might have a question regarding these authors’ areas of
expertise or if a referral is needed.

Catherine Peek McEwen is a U.S. bankruptcy
judge for the Middle District of Florida, Tampa
Division, and is the vice-chair of the 13th Judicial
Circuit (Florida) Pro Bono Committee. One of
Judge McEwen’s mantras is that “judges admire
pro bono volunteers.”

Tiffany N. McKenzie is president of the Outof-State Division. She focuses her practice on
estate planning and administration, family
wealth transfer tax planning, succession planning
and fiduciary litigation. She can be reached at
404/572-6725 or tiffany.mckenzie@bryancave.com.

Daniel J. Stermer is a managing director
with Development Specialists, Inc., a national
management and consulting firm, in the
company’s Fort Lauderdale, Florida, office. He
and his colleagues have been involved in many
assignments for the benefit of creditors across the
country, whether in or out of court, depending
upon the jurisdiction. His professional bio can
be found at www.dsi.biz/professionals. He can
be reached at 305/374-2717 or dstermer@dsi.biz.

Matthew L. Kahl is president-elect of the Outof-State Division and also serves as associate
editor of State-to-State. He focuses his practice
on creditor rights and regulatory compliance.
He can be reached at 404/994-7467 or mkahl@
aldridgepite.com.

Donald A. Workman, OOSD past president
and State-to-State editor, is a partner in the
Business Group and head of BakerHostetler’s
bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice in
Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik is certified by The the Washington, D.C., office. His practice areas
Florida Bar as an expert in both intellectual include business bankruptcy, creditors’ rights,
property law and appellate practice. She is a debtor reorganizations, general insolvency,
member of the Executive Council of the Business stockbroker liquidations and commercial
Law Section of The Florida Bar and the former litigation. He can be reached at 202/861-1602
chair of that section’s Intellectual Property or dworkman@bakerlaw.com.
Committee, and she currently serves on The
Florida Bar Intellectual Property Certification
Committee. She focuses her practice on litigating
intellectual property issues and positioning
those issues for appellate review, as well as
general intellectual property counseling and
litigation support for “bet-the-company” business
litigation. She can be reached at 813/778-5161
or dineen@ip-appeals.com.

Become a contributor!
See submission
information on page 14.
flabaroutofstaters.org
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Advertise in
in State
Advertise
StatetotoState!
State!
Please indicate
Ad Size

☐ 1/4 page
☐ 1/2 page
☐ Full Page

Item number

Cost

(8160022)

$250.00

(8160021)

$400.00

(8160020)

$750.00

Your advertisement may be submitted electronically as a .jpg, .tif or .pdf file, at 300 ppi or larger. Black & white cameraready copy is also acceptable. Payment is by check only and must accompany the proposed ad and signed agreement
below. Payment will be accepted on a per-issue basis only.
For further information, contact Willie Mae Shepherd, Section Administrator, 850/561-5624 or wshep@flabar.org
Company Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Contact: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone No: (
Fax No: (

) _________–____________
) _________–____________

Email:_________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
flabaroutofstaters.org
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Florida Bar information now on your
smartphone!

FloridaBarCLE

The Florida Bar
Member Benefits

For the Bar, By the Bar.

www.floridabar.org/memberbenefits

www.floridabar.org/cle

Stay current on ethics:
Free publication now available
In the past, out-of-state Florida Bar members have found that it can be difficult to stay
abreast of ethics developments in Florida. Now, two free resources are available to help
you stay current in this important area. The “2016 Florida Legal Ethics Review” by Tim
Chinaris is available free of charge. This comprehensive compendium concisely summarizes
developments in Florida legal ethics during 2016, including rule changes, cases and ethics opinions of interest.
Arranged topically, the subjects covered are: Rule Changes (including Proposed Rule Changes); Advertising;
Attorney-Client Relationship; Candor Toward the Tribunal; Confidentiality and Privileges; Conflicts of Interest
(Including Disqualification); Disciplinary Proceedings; Fees (Including Attorney’s Liens); Ineffective Assistance
and Right to Counsel; Law Firms; Legal Malpractice; Professionalism; Public Official Ethics and Public Records;
Rules and Ethics Opinions; Trial Conduct; Trust Funds; Unauthorized Practice of Law; and Withdrawal From
Representation. To get your free copy, just send an email request to tim@sunethics.com. A copy will be emailed
to you in PDF format. And stay up-to-date with legal and judicial ethics on a daily or weekly basis by visiting the
comprehensive ethics website “sunEthics” (www.sunethics.com). This site offers summaries of cases and ethics
opinions as they are released; links to everything related to Florida legal ethics, judicial ethics, bar admissions
and professionalism; and links to ethics resources throughout the nation.

flabaroutofstaters.org
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OUT-OF-STATE DIVISION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Tiffany N. McKenzie, President
Bryan Cave LLP
1201 W. Peachtree Street, Floor 14
Atlanta, GA 30309-3449
404/915-0980
tiffany.mckenzie@bryancave.com
Matthew L. Kahl, President-Elect
Aldridge Pite LLP
3575 Piedmont Road N.E., Ste. 500
Atlanta, GA 30305-1623
404/994-7467
mkahl@aldridgepite.com
Natasha B. Dorsey, Treasurer
737 N. Michigan Avenue, Ste. 1260
Chicago, IL 60611-6663
312/878-7131
natasha.dorsey@rimonlaw.com
Mindi Wells, Secretary
P.O. Box 163456
Columbus, OH 43216
614/702-7473
m-wells@onu.edu
Larry H. Kunin, Immediate Past
President
Morris Manning & Martin
3343 Peachtree Road N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30326-1022
404/504-7798
Fax: 404/365-9532
lkunin@mmmlaw.com

Board of Governors Members

At-Large Members

Brian D. Burgoon
Burgoon Law Firm LLC
691 John Wesley Dobbs Avenue
N.E., Ste. Z
Atlanta, GA 30312
404/260-5147
Fax: 866/805-5997
burgoon@burgoonlaw.com

W. Bard Brockman
Bryan Cave LLP
1201 W. Peachtree Street N.W.,
Floor 14
Atlanta, GA 30309-3471
404/572-6600
Fax: 404/572-6999
bard.brockman@bryancave.com

Ian M. Comisky
Fox Rothschild LP
2000 Market Street, Floor 20
Philadelphia, PA 19103-3222
215/299-2796
Fax: 215/299-2150
icomisky@foxrothschild.com

Timothy P. Chinaris
P.O. Box 120186
Nashville, TN 37212-0186
615/460-8264
Fax: 615/460-6004
tchinaris@gmail.com

Eric L. Meeks
Meeks Law Firm Inc.
P.O. Box 8098
Cincinnati, OH 45208-0098
513/826-0229
Fax: 513/826-0231
emeeks@meekslawfirm.com
E. Duffy Myrtetus
Goodman Allen Donnelly
4501 Highwoods Parkway, Ste. 210
Glen Allen, Virginia 23060
804/346-5317
Fax: 804/346-5954
edmyrtetus@goodmanallen.com

Join the
O O S D n ow !
Not a member of the
Out-of-State Division?
Join now!
Membership in the division is just $35 and provides a number of valuable
benefits to out-of-state attorneys, including discounts on CLE registration, a free
annual ethics CLE and opportunities to network with other Florida lawyers.
Join now! Invite a colleague!
(For your convenience, an application is on page 19.)
For more information, please contact:
Mindi Wells, Chair
Membership & Long Range
Planning Committee
mindi.wells@sc.ohio.gov

flabaroutofstaters.org

Richard P. Lawson
7 Times Square, Floor 22
New York, NY 10036-6551
212/790-4539
Fax: 212/536-1839
rplawson@manatt.com
Christopher C. Marquardt
Alston & Bird LLP
1201 W. Peachtree Street N.W.
Atlanta, GA 30309
404/881-7827
Fax: 404/253-8741
chris.marquardt@alston.com
John C. Voorn
6231 W. 129th Place
Palos Heights, IL 60463-2336
708/403-5050
Fax: 708/403-9667
jcv@hdoml.com
Donald A. Workman
Baker Hostetler LLP
1050 Connecticut Avenue N.W.,
Ste. 1100
Washington, DC 20036-5318
202/861-1500
Fax: 202/861-1783
dworkman@bakerlaw.com

Willie Mae Shepherd,
Program Administrator
wshep@flabar.org
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Membership Application for

The Florida Bar

Out-of-State Division
More than 10 percent of Florida Bar members reside outside the state of Florida.
Although the division represents the interests of all lawyers outside the state, active participation in the
division requires an election on the annual dues statement and, of course, the payment of dues (only
$35).
Membership in this division will provide a forum for communication and education for the
improvement and development of your practice through:
a reduced fee for division-sponsored continuing legal education programs
a newsletter especially designed for out-of-state practitioners
a ready network for referrals and access to information through regional coordinators
a web page especially designed for out-of-state practitioners
an annual free online ethics CLE







To join, make your check payable to The Florida Bar and return your payment in the amount of $35 and
this completed application form to OOS Division, The Florida Bar, 651 E. Jefferson St., Tallahassee, FL
32399-2300. Membership will expire June 30. Dues will not be prorated.
OS Member Division Dues (Item number – 8161001)
OS Affiliate (Inactive) Division Dues (Item number – 8161002)
Name:

Florida Bar Number:

Firm:
Office Address:
City/State/ZIP:
Email:
METHOD OF PAYMENT (CHECK ONE)
Check Enclosed (payable to The Florida Bar)
Credit Card:

Mastercard

Visa

Discover

AMEX

Name on Card:
Card Number:

Expiration Date:

Signature: ________________________________________________________________________

To learn more, visit our website at www.flabaroutofstaters.org or contact the
program administrator at wshep@flabar.org.
flabaroutofstaters.org
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THE FLORIDA BAR – OUT-OF-STATE DIVISION
APPLICATION FOR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP

More than 10 percent of Florida Bar members reside outside the state of Florida.
The Out-of-State Division seeks to keep its members informed of recent developments that could impact
their practice as out-of-state Florida attorneys. Further, the division promotes opportunities to network—both
socially and professionally—with other out-of-state Florida attorneys. Membership in the division provides access to the division’s newsletter (State-to-State), the division’s website (www.flabaroutofstaters.org), divisionsponsored continuing legal education programs and division meetings.
Student membership in the division will:

Afford an opportunity to network with out-of-state Florida attorneys who can offer insights on practicing law
as a Florida attorney outside the state.

Allow for communication with Florida lawyers practicing in a variety of locales nationwide.
Provide the member with access to the division’s newsletter and website, which are designed especially
for out-of-state practitioners, and an opportunity to submit articles for publication.

Entitle the member to a reduced fee for division-sponsored continuing legal education programs.
To join, send this completed application form to:
Out-of-State Division, The Florida Bar, 651 E. Jefferson St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300.
(The application form also may be sent by email to OOSD.Student.Member@gmail.com.)
Student membership will expire upon admission to The Florida Bar or one year after graduation
from law school, whichever occurs first. There is no membership fee for students.
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL: __________________________________________________________________________
DATE OF GRADUATION (MO./YR.): _____________________________________________________
ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ___________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: ____________________________________________________________________________
LIST ANY CITIES/STATES IN WHICH YOU HAVE A PARTICULAR INTEREST: ___________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE:______________________________________________ DATE:_____________________

flabaroutofstaters.org
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Continuing Legal Education
Application for Course Attendance Credit
The Florida Bar
Legal Specialization & Education
651 E. Jefferson Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2300
(850)561-5842 (Phone) (850)561-9421 (Fax)
clemail@flabar.org
Attorney #

Name:

Address:
City:

State:

Phone:

Zip:

Fax:

Activity Title:
Sponsor Name:
Date and Location of Course:
Please attach a course brochure and/or outline which:
(A) Fully describes the course content and level of presentation
(B) Indicates the time devoted to each topic covered within the program
(C) Identifies the instructors
BOARD CERTIFICATION CREDIT
Please list the area(s) of certification applicable to this activity:
For more information on The Florida Bar’s Board Certification program,
visit: www.floridabar.org/certification

Total Minutes on Instruction: (excluding breaks, meals and introductions and based on a 50 minute hour)
Total Credit

(Total Minutes Divided by 50 =

Credit Hours)

50
If requesting Ethics, Professionalism, Substance Abuse, Mental Illness Awareness, Bias Elimination or Technology Credit,
please check appropriate box below.
Ethics

Substance Abuse

Bias Elimination

Professionalism

Mental Illness Awareness

Technology

NOTE: If you have completed the minimum number of required CLER hours, and are not seeking Certification credit, please
do not submit further courses for evaluation. There is no carry over of hours in Florida from one reporting period to the
next.
Materials submitted for CLE credit review will be discarded once the credit has been determined.
Should you wish to have your materials returned, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.

flabaroutofstaters.org
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Are you getting the most from your

Member Benefits?

Practice Resources

Career Center

Start Your
Own Firm

Internet Marketing

Legal Publications
Florida Bar
Legal Publications

Legal Research

Legal Forms

Banking

Shipping

Insurance

Travel

Expedia® Travel Discounts

Retail

Visit www.floridabar.org/memberbenefits for a complete list of member benefits

